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Abstract
Shoreview Commons Park Plan and Implementation transformed an aging, underutilized park into a shared space for all 
community members to gather and enjoy. With a wide range of amenities for all ages, including a destination playground, 
garden with fountain and skating pond, skatepark, trails, and event space, it is now a draw in all seasons. It also showcases 
many sustainable features, including stormwater basins integrated into the playground, a water reuse system that irrigates 
with water from the fountain pond, and pollinator-friendly plantings in the large gardens. The park opened in two phases 
with rave reviews from residents. 



Project Narrative
Like many second-ring suburbs, Shoreview developed without 
a traditional downtown; there isn’t a central square or shopping 
area that anchors the community. Instead, since acquiring the 
land in the early 1990s city leadership has been working to make 
Shoreview Commons into the city’s civic gathering space, bringing 
together a diverse mix of residents for recreation and conversation. 
As the community’s central park and the campus for its well-loved 
Community Center, regional library, and City Hall, it is uniquely 
positioned to serve this role, but needed a significant renovation to 
meet the needs of its changing community. 

The city conducted several planning efforts for the park over the 
past thirty years, but after completing a recent renovation of the 
Community Center, they wanted to confirm their concept plan and 
develop a direction for a first phase of implementation. Shoreview 
asked the landscape architect to work with their Parks Commission 
and City Council, conducting a series of workshop-style meetings 
that resulted in strong support for an updated plan which offered 
recreational opportunities for an increasingly diverse community, 
while envisioning a sustainable future with efficient water and 
energy use and improved stormwater handling, and creating a 
clear approach to two phases of improvements. 

Phase 1 included construction of a skatepark, neighborhood 
playground, gardens, trails, parking lot improvements, and the 
park’s central feature, a fountain and skating pond. The fountain/
skating pond complements rental spaces within the building, with 
beautiful gardens and an event lawn. In the winter, residents can 
enjoy skating, bringing winter interest to the space. But the pond is 
also a key part of the stormwater management system, collecting 
runoff and reusing the circulated water to irrigate the gardens and 
a large portion of the park. 

The gardens are a unique feature of the park, featuring year-round 
color thanks to a variety of native and hardy adapted species. Plant 
selection focused on low maintenance plants with complementary 
scale, color and texture. As the gardens mature, they will provide 
a sense of enclosure and create rooms around the pond, with 
framed views and a variety of seating opportunities. The gardens 
also support pollinators, birds, and even turtles and frogs, acting as 
a demonstration space for visitors. 

For Phase 2, the landscape architects again worked closely with 
City staff to design a unique destination playground that would 
draw users of all ages and showcase sustainable and accessible 
features. The process began with community engagement, 
using an interactive web-based mapping survey that allowed 
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community members to see different concepts, key points, and 
precedents images and make comments. The synthesis of this 
input, and feedback from the Parks Commission and City Council, 
directed the final concept. 

Shoreview’s destination playground unites the theme of forests 
and water, elements central to the city’s identity, by integrating 
landscape as part of the overall experience. The playground is 
nestled within a stand of mature oaks and uses careful topographic 
insertions to enhance the play experience while maintaining 
accessibility. The landscape architect collaborated closely with a 
playground vendor on the equipment design to create a unique 
play experience that can be enjoyed by all ages and abilities. The 
multiple playground zones, representative of towering forests, 
winding rivers, and wetland marshes, are interspersed with 
seating and gathering spaces and accessed by pathways that guide 
users through native plantings creating rich spaces that are as 
comfortable and inviting as they are fun. 

Much like Phase 1, stormwater management is a central feature 
to the overall design, with eight rain gardens populated with 

native, drought-resistant species that serve to define the play 
and gathering spaces while managing the playground’s acre of 
runoff. While complementary to the species and materials utilized 
through the larger Commons Campus, the destination playground 
incorporates a palette of plantings and site furnishings that aim 
to enhance the sense of fun. The planting beds’ refined edges 
surround basins that are designed to grow increasingly wild over 
the years, lowering maintenance inputs while increasing the sense 
of discovery as users explore the playground. The flexible site 
furnishings respond to various user needs and group sizes, while 
providing pops of color in the landscape. 

Phase 2 opened to the public in July 2022 and received rave 
reviews from residents. The project significantly increased the 
year-round functionality of the park, complementing the activities 
going on inside the community center and elevating the park to a 
community-wide attraction with a regional draw. Today, Shoreview 
Commons is just that—a shared space for all community members 
to gather and enjoy. 
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Shoreview Commons Park, during the grand opening of Phase 2 improvements, provides a revitalized civic gathering space for the 
Shoreview Community. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The updated plan for Shoreview Commons guided two phases of improvement.
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Phase 1 process images on the left show early concept sketches of the central fountain feature as compared to the images on the right 
as realized through implementation. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The central fountain feature is a key part of the stormwater management system, reusing water to irrigate the gardens and a large 
portion of the park. In this image, Phase 1 is complete in the foreground and Phase 2 is under construction in the background. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The central fountain feature transforms into a skating rink for residents to enjoy, bringing winter interest to the park. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The Phase 1 gardens feature year-round color and a variety of native species that provide animal habitat and support pollinators. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



Phase 1 park improvements included a large central skatepark that attracts all ages and abilities and was the main regional draw to the 
park before the destination playground was completed. It continues to be very popular for skateboarding and all-wheel sports. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The Phase 2 design process included multiple rounds of ideation sketching (top left) and community engagement (bottom left) to 
achieve the final vision for implementation (right). Landscape Architect led coordination with elected officials, city staff, the playground 
vendor and manufacturer, and contractor was critical to the success of the project. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The destination playground unites the theme of forests and water with curvilinear walks connecting multiple play experiences.  
The “Climbing Forest” (left), carefully inserted into a stand of mature oaks, overlooks the large “Treehouse Tower” and “The Marsh” 
beyond (right). Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



A permeable paver patio with structural soils supports a grove of honeylocusts and flexible site furnishings to provide a place to gather 
and connect adjacent to the play area. Picnic tables and a picnic shelter are just beyond, providing additional gathering spaces for 
variety of group sizes. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



Interconnected raingardens and biofiltration basins manage stormwater for the destination playground and were used to define 
distinct play experiences and gathering areas. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The planting design for the raingardens utilized native grasses and native cultivar shrubs to provide a refined edge that frames native 
seeding and perennial plugs planted within the basin sides and bottom. Boulders were carefully interspersed at corners and “cut-
through” areas to provide informal stepping stones and seating. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



Native plantings extend beyond the raingarden basins to frame views, embrace seating areas, and even hug the ground to provide a 
richness of textures and inviting users of all ages to discover and play. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



The landscape architect developed the wayfinding signage for the destination playground to tell the story of the site and its 
stormwater in a playful manner. The three images show the signage design (top), a process rendering (bottom left), and the final 
installation (bottom right). Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota



Shoreview Commons destination playground during its grand opening in July 2022, just two weeks after substantial completion.  
The landscape has continued to grow and thrive and the community keeps coming back to gather, connect, and have fun. Shoreview Commons \ Shoreview, Minnesota


